Tomahawk's Light |
§ Infantry Model; bottom, ||
the Roger's Rangers
Model. Both of these
hatchets have a long
ory of American




American Tomahawk's

FRONTIER |
HATCHET

Still On Duty!

Roger's Rangers and
Light Infantry hatchels [t your hatcheti® — Robart Rogers 1756

bring the past to

modern ballle zones!

)

by Robert Rogers.

“Let them have it and then jump out and finish them up

& 1 write this article, many Americans' thoughts

have suddenly become focused on the US

Army's Ranger Battabions and the US's current
war o terrorism. The Rangers have a history of uncon-
ventional combat that is actually older than the United
States. In pre-Revolutionary America, frontier militia
units ware often formed into lightly ammed raiding com-
panies to scout and attack French and Indian targets.
These groups were refemed 1o as “Hangers” due to their
far ranging patrols Inte enemy fomitory. The mest
famous of these Ranger companies was the one formed

BY STEVEN DICK




1913: First production automohile

1969: Man walks on the moon

2002: SOG introduces first B6-42
production knife under $100.

The %-42 AutaClp has an exctic,
BG-42 gteel blade, dwal thum atud,
ndle, and the only adjustabke fnnsion,
kaxiking packat clip in the warkd
Mini X-42 AC: 559,95
Full-size X-42 AC: 569.95

Available wiath stralght or serraled blades
and Titardm Nitide finishes.

SOG

Erears of atrasriiany Touts s Niades:
129 5T SW Lynnwood, WA 58036
i5-50G-BEST www,sogkimes. com

VIETNAM TACTICAL TOMANAWK:
Procision manatactured and fitted
symihetic handle

& Tully sharpened cutting edges
Currently in use by US Army
Rangers the WORLD over

Peler Lakana's creatian
SErves Its couniry once
again.... with 3 VENGEANCER

PRICE: 5169.95

Standing Orders

Fogers' Rangars devaloped a set of 19
“Standing Orders™ for conducting patrols
behind enemy lines that are still in use by
the US Army today. In tacl, every infantry-
man enlering Vistnam was issued a pocket
siza copy of thess rules to ke by, Naturally,
you need to paraphrase them iMo modern
sttuations and equipment, but Ne. 2 “Have
your muskel clean as a whistle, hatchet
scoursd, sixty rounds of powder and ball,
and be rewly to march on a mima’s
notice.” Or Mo, 6 “When we're on the
march, we march single file far encugh apart
50 one shot can't go through two men.”

Such concepts are just as valid today as
ey wene in 1756, No. 18 is probably ane
most important to readers of Tactical
Knives: “Let the enemy coma till he's
almast chase enough to tauch, then let him
have it and jump out and finish him up with
your hatchet!” This is the kind of violent
shock action Rangers have since bacome
famous for.

& good score by one of the Best Ranger
contestants. Now for the real thing.

The normal edged weapon of an 18ih
cenlury infantryman was a tangular blad-
ed socket bayonet. While this stesl spike
worked fine for s intended purpose, It was
of next to no value as a utiity ool for the
wildsmass patrols eonducted by Ranger
units, Their Indian adversaries seldom held
their grourd long encugh for & bayonat
change 1o be an efective battle tactic. The
tomahawk o hatchet scon became the
prefered wtility tocd and weapon aof the
patroliing Ranges.

Around the same time, British Army
units started arming their colonial light
mfantry units wilh both a bayonet and a
hatchet. Light ifantry on the Europesn bat-
Nafiald advanced in open order in front of
the main body 1o both snipe at the anemy
and to mask their own troops” mansuvers,
Because of their need to be able 1o quickly
refreat back to the main group when con-
fronted with cavalry or a serious attack by

e e e B el



fSOF COURSE, LIKE ANY PRACTICAL MILITARY EDGE
WEAPON, THE REAL VALUE OF THESE TOMAHAWKS IS

AS FIELD
UTILITY TOOLS."””

They soon found they waere
required to prove their skill
with a wespon as old as the
Rangers as a unit,

oné side and & double-edged 2-inch Spike
on the other mounted on a 16-inch kandle
Tha head is 1085 carbon steel hardenad to
Rc 50-52. Weight. 28 ounces. Suggested

— - - price, §150. The Light Infantry modal is
the enemy, they were mors kghtly squipped | American Tomahawk | mounted an a 18-inch handis and features 2

than nermal infantry. On the American fron- Amarican Tomahawk Company has | combination hatchet with hammarhead
tier thiry seam to have been used in a simi- recently intraduced repdicas of both a toma- | pole. Weight 36 ounces. Price $150. Both

lar mannes to the Ranger millta groups. | hawk thought to have been usad by Aoger's | tomahawks coma with & leathar head cover
Like the Ranpers, they found & hatchet to | Rangsrs and a copy of the standard British | and are available with an optional Kenny
be a vahsabie tool for fiving in the field and Amy issue Light Infantry model. The | Rows leather shoulder harmess simdar o
a uselul weapon against the Indians. | Ranger model featurs a hatehst Blade on | what Hght infantry troops ence wore,
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For Dealgrs Only!

Far Dealers Only!

®MAGLTE  KABIR

Call Us Toll Free

1-800-447-4342

BUKER 16 LAy

For Dealers Only!

ZppPo

(_OLUMBIA
RIVER i %41

Lansky éhal_';_)ens the World

...and soomn we’ll light it, too!l

The Ultimate
Technology in
Multi-Angle Knife
Sharpening Systems §

0016 LSA
B96-9511

Sharpen Regular and
Serrated Blades with the
Crock Stick Multi-Sharpenar

Sharpen hatchets, axes,
macheles, etc. with

“The Puck’dual-grit sharpener

Interesting h\ hiear that the =r\f)| E
Ranger” competition incladed a sur
event of throwing tomahawks at a t
The Best Ranger compatition i
open to all branches of the sen
of three days of round the

competition has my total admiration,

Tomahawk Throwing

Having daone a fair amount of it mysalf, |
can say throwing a tomahawk s a much
kil to master then thrawing
Some also feel it doesn't matter much
which and of & heavy tamahawik strikes the
target to be effective, Because of this, |
would consicer tomahawk throwin,

about knife thowing.

Of course, like any practical military
edge weapon, the real value of
hiawkes is as field utiity toals

evaluation with the Light |n‘1nrw gl

the red alder wa fall abways require lot
limbing before they can be bucked and

short handle of this rmdel L]

the use. | also found the hammer pole use-
ful for driving plastic
Ioge. Modern logger fal
the zame concepl. a heavy head mount-
ed on a short ahi, hancle. | akeo tried
the Fanger model and found it o work
almost as well as the Infantry version. Tha
pole déd prevent || being used In
vadgeEs

We always end up kading lots of smal
ngs with the larger firewood logs as,
once dried, alder in the 1/2- to 1-1/2-nch




Introducing the
JUNGLE CHARGER

THE MOST COMPACT, HIGH
OUTPUT SOLAR CHARGER
ON THE MARKET

WATERPROOF » POCKET SIZE
HEMOTE TRAVEL GEAR FROM:

jall's Ad & Traini

BG Randall Rd., Gallant, AL 359?2

The ATC temahawks proved handy for
knocking small limbs and stubs off
firewaad logs bafore | split them.

digmetar range makes great kindling. in the

past | have bucked most of these up with a DEFEND YOURSELF IN LESS THAN A SECOND
chainsgw whi ting the larger logs io With the fastest-drawing sheath system available!
length. Frankly, i is ki of uerkill on 3 | | Oue MG (Mt Cancos A

4 inch stick. Just s an experiment | triec | | St S sag sysiem and bs usesd iy law entar

I laying the saplings over my spltting block | | 4 vacsaste # px

and chopping them to length with the pair
| of tomahawks. | soon found this was »
ally much faster than using & chansaw,
Saveral whaalbamow loads of kindling ware
added 1o the woodshed in this mannar,
Agein, the heavier Light Infantry model was

e

FREE BROCHURE!
thej bast chopper, Bud Nealy, 1430 Poplar Valley Bd.. Straucsburg, PA 18360
Hawving praised tha Light Infantry modsl Phian: S70-802-1018, Fax: ST0-402-1015, budnesty s pid net
aeveral times for npping ability, | wil | | WA wwwbudnoalyimitemakas.com
have to admit | consider it too heavy for
modern combat use, Here the original
Ranger design would be my first choice.
With & ittle trasiring, his tomahawk i a fair
Iy effactive weapon against anything up o
and inchuding a fixad bayonat on the and of
an Ak-
Armerican Tomabhawk also b e
collector grade versions of maost et
hatchets. They are rapidly adding new
fudke a futuristic looking Wattar
Brend designed “fighting hawk." The t
hes come once again for Amercas ene-
mias 1o learn what {t means to fesl the
[ 10f a sudden Ranger assault out of the
lack of the right. ™ |

For More Information |

AMERICAN TOMAHAWEK COMPANY, . Joy & Koren Sodow + Arizona Custom Knives
77 Roa Ave., Dept. TK, Midland Park, B417 E. Clydesdale Tro + Scoltsdale, AZ 85258
NJ 07432; (B77) 557-5200

www.americantomahawk.com




